
  EU-Latin America and Caribbean Aviation Partnership Project 

EU Commissioner visits the EU Project Office in Costa Rica 
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T he overall objective of 
the EU—LAC APP project 

is to enhance the political, eco-
nomic and environmental part-
nership between both regions 
in the field of civil aviation. 

This EU-funded project will 
support European and Latin 
American interests in civil avia-
tion, with a focus on Argentina, 
Brazil, Chile, Colombia and 
Mexico, as well as on Regional 
Safety Oversight Organisations, 
such as ACSA (Central Ameri-
can Agency for Aviation Safe-
ty), CASSOS (Caribbean Avia-
tion Safety and Security Over-
sight System) and SRVSOP 
(Regional Safety Oversight Co-
operation System). This will be 
achieved by strengthening 
institutional links, promoting 
regulatory harmonisation, ad-
dressing capacity limitations 
and sup-
porting 
environ-
mental pro-
tection     
and                                               
climate                                    
action.  

All information on the upcoming 
events is available on our website: 

https://eu-europa-
easa.wixsite.com/eu-lac-app 
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The EU Commissioner for Mobility and Transport, Ms 

Violeta Bulc, officially visited Costa Rica on 28 Septem-
ber 2018. The visit, as part of  EU’s strategy on civil avia-
tion promotion, was intended to strengthen the existing 
cooperation with the Central American country and sup-
port the EU—LAC project implementation in the region. 
 
The Commissioner’s Agenda was programmed to allow 
time for meetings with local and national authorities, 

but also to participate in activities directly related to the EU—LAC Project.  
 
COCESNA/ACSA organised a council meeting for the occasion, where the Commissioner, EASA 
Strategy & Safety Management Director, Mr Luc Tytgat and team, EU Ambassador to Costa Rica 
Mr Pelayo Castro, the delegates from industry such as Airbus, IATA, Indra, etc. discussed future 
areas of cooperation and assistance within the framework of the EU funded project. The council 
meeting was attended by all COCESNA/ACSA Member States (Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Gua-
temala, Honduras and Nicaragua). 
 
In addition, the Commissioner officially inaugurated the Project Office and witnessed the signing 
of the annex to the Memorandum of Understanding between EASA and COCESNA/ACSA that rec-
ognises the opening of the cited space in their premises. 

Highlights 
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 Project Office starts activity GASOS visits COCESNA/ACSA 

 
 
 
 
 
 

An ICAO team visited ACSA for an assess-
ment mission related to the GASOS pro-
gramme.  
 
The kick-off meeting of the assessment 
visit took place on 31 August, with partici-
pation of EASA colleague Rachel Daeschler 
who is currently seconded to ICAO as 
RSOO Coordination Officer. The ICAO 
team also visited the new EU-LAC APP 
project office, recently established at the 
ACSA premises in Costa Rica. 

The EU-LAC APP 
Project Office is 
already active and 
ready to serve the 
purpose of offering 
a reliable work-

space for EASA experts and external con-
tracted staff to implement the project ac-
tivities to be delivered within the frame-
work of the EU funded EU-LAC project. 
 
The Office is located at the premises of 
ACSA, which allows better interaction  to 
more efficiently liaise on future develop-
ment plans. 
 
On 28 September 2018, on purpose of the 
EU Commissioner Ms Bulc’s visit to Costa 
Rica, this workspace has been officially 
inaugurated. 
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Upcoming Activities 

Activity Dates 

Management System                

Support-ACSA 

September-October 

2018 

AIG Workshop -Colombia 1-5 October 2018 

ATM/ANS Certification Seminar-

Lima 
 15—17 October 2018 

First  Project Management Board 
Mr Luc Tytgat, EASA Strategy and Safety  Management Director 
and team presented the project work plan during the 1st PMB 
held in Costa Rica. The meeting counted with the presence of the 
EU Ambassador to Costa Rica, Mr Pelayo Castro  and  delegates 
from  Argentina, Brazil,  Colombia, Mexico, the SRVSOP, ACSA, 
ICAO SAM and ICAO NACC. 

Past Events 

TCO Systems presentation in Latin America 

On 11 September 2018, Reg. (EU) 2018/1139 
entered into force for all EU Member States 
after it was approved by the Parliament and 
the Council and published in the Official Diary 
of the European Union.  
 
This new mandate consolidates EASA’s scope 
to cover the full spectrum of the aviation 

landscape and reinforces the European aviation system as a 
whole, with the possibility for EASA and European Member 
States to work closer together in a flexible way.  
 
The so-called new Basic Regulation formalises EASA’s role in the 
domain of drones and urban air mobility, enabling the Agency to 
prepare rules for all sizes of civil drones and harmonize stand-
ards for the commercial market across Europe. The regulation 
enlarges the Agency’s role in areas such as in environmental 
protection, research and development, or international coopera-
tion. The new mandate also gives EASA a coordinating role in 
cybersecurity in aviation.  

New EU Basic Regulation enters into force 

In the framework of the EU-LAC APP, EASA has been asked to 

support the Latin American Aviation Safety Regional Coopera-
tion System (SRVSOP) in establishing a TCO-like system.  
On 31 August 2018, during the SRVSOP Focal Points’ meeting 
in Lima, Javier Hernandez, EASA TCO Airworthiness Officer, 
presented the details of our rules on Third Country Operators 
and how these work in the EU. The meeting adopted the reso-
lution to create an Ad-hoc group, which will launch the initia-
tive with EASA’s support. 
More information on TCO here: www.easa.europa.eu/the-
agency/faqs/third-country-operators 

Juan Morales, EU-LAC 
APP Project Manager  
from EASA participat-
ed in the 5th  Meeting 
of Air Navigation and 
Flight Safety Directors 
of the SAM Region 
(ANFS/5) in Lima, Pe-
ru, on 20—22 August 
2018. 

The meeting followed up on the implementation of air naviga-
tion and safety oversight priorities in the SAM region, and 
served as a preparatory meeting for the ANC/13 to be held in 
Montreal from 9 to 19 October 2018. 
Juan Morales presented the EU-LAC APP project, its objectives 
and upcoming activities for the region. 

 

ANFS/5 ICAO Meeting Participation 
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For more information visit... 

EU Regulatory Framework Workshop 

On 19 July 2018, 

the EU-LAC APP 
Project Opera-
tions Manager, 
Carlos Tortosa, 
delivered an EU 
Regulatory 
framework work-
shop to ACSA, as 
part of the con-
tinuous support 

provided by EASA within the EU’s funded APP project. The 
workshop aimed to provide ACSA staff with an overview on 
the functioning of the Agency as part of the EU/EASA system. 
The experience of EASA as a level 3 RSOO according to ICAO 
is helpful to ACSA for their objective to evolve as a leading 
safety oversight organisation in Central America. 
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